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Cristóbal de Torres Y-DNA
by Miguel A. Tórrez

Many New Mexican genealogies have Cristóbal de Torres and Angela de Leyva as ancestors. As a 
direct male descendant of Cristóbal, I have the honor of discussing what is known about his lineage 

per historical accounts and Y-DNA results. Cristóbal was born about 1668 in New Mexico, and to date, 
no one has been able to determine who his parents are. Y-DNA has been employed in hopes of answering 
this question but without success at this point. However, it has given us a deeper ancestral history of our 
Cristóbal de Torres lineage. 

Th e Torres name was held by several men in early 17th century New Mexico. Juan de Oñate’s muster roll of 
1597 lists a Juan de Torres, son of Baltasar de Torres. Presumably, this same Juan was listed as Alferez  along 
with a Melchor de Torres on a wagon train escort in 1608. In 1652 and 1655, a Melchor Gómez was escort-
ing wagon trains into New Mexico. Could this Melchor Gómez and Melchor de Torres be the same person?  
Fray Angelico Chávez states the Gómez de Torres and Gomes de Luna families were closely related. In 1619, 
a Captain Francisco Gómez de Torres was a wagon train escort into New Mexico. Th is Francisco had prop-
erties in Santa Fe and Santa Cruz de la Cañada, and presumably had heirs in the province at the time of his 
death in 1636. In 1681, a Cristóbal de Torres passed muster in El Paso del Rio del Norte during the hiatus of 
the Pueblo Revolt. In the 1681 muster, this Cristóbal is described as a native of New Mexico, forty years of 
age and married. His parents or spouse’s name are not mentioned. Cristóbal is also listed as being thick set, 
medium height, rather fat, crooked nose, black hair, and an awkward gait . Today, the majority of the Torres 
clan of New Mexico can trace their lineage to Cristóbal de Torres who was born about 1668 and married 
Angela de Leyva. Is this Cristóbal a son of the Cristóbal born about 1641, and was he related to any of the 
previously mentioned Torres men? Th is is the question we seek to answer, and to date, to no avail. 

Tracing the Torres family in the early 17th century is quite challenging due to the lack of records that 
survived the destruction of the Pueblo Revolt of 1680. Another factor that adds to the confusion of surname 
tracing is that many of the Spanish carried their mother’s surname. In the case of Cristóbal de Torres, we 
have been left  with discovering who his ancestors may have been by genetically testing known living male 
descendants. We have been able to accomplish this by using genetic testing via Family Tree DNA, and the 
NMGS DNA Project volunteers who have studied the genealogies. Of those tested, the most distant com-
mon ancestor to date has been Marcial de Torres, the grandson of Cristóbal. Th ere is also a lineage tested 
that matches Marcial and may belong to his brother Salvador. But further documentation is needed for 
confi rmation. See the genealogy below for Leonard Torres. 

Th e Y-DNA haplogroup for this Torres lineage is I-P37. FTDNA states “Haplogroup I dates to 23,000 
years ago, or older. Th e I-P215 lineage is about 15,000 years old and began in southern Europe. Today it is 
found primarily in Sardinia and the Balkans. Haplogroup I represents one of the fi rst peoples in Europe.” 
Ángel Cervantes, administrator of the NM DNA Project, has described this haplogroup as “Nordic/Central 
European origin. Th ree ancient Germanic tribes brought this lineage to Spain: the Suebi, the Vandals, and 
the Visigoths.” I am also a member of the FTDNA I2a Y-DNA Project. Based on my SNP results for L69 and 
S17250, one of the I2a project administrators, Bernie Cullen, has described my Y-DNA haplogroup and 
origins as belonging to the I-CTS10228 haplogroup which is part of the bigger I-P37 halogroup (also known 
as I-P37.2).

Cullen states, “I-CTS10228 is well known because it is very common in Southeastern Europe, especially 
in the Dinaric Alps region of Bosnia and Herzegovina and Croatia. But in fact I-CTS10228 is relatively 
common in every country in Eastern Europe and it is also found in Austria, Germany, and Italy, etc. It is not 
known to occur in Iberia in any appreciable amount. Th e most recent common ancestor of all of I-CTS10228 
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is estimated to have lived 2,200 years ago.
More specifi cally you belong to a branch called I-A7134. Th e only other members are a man from south-

western Greece and an anonymous sample from a scientifi c study who was from the Chuvash Republic in 
Russia. Th e Greek and Chuvash men have both done extensive Y chromosome sequencing and their com-
mon ancestor lived approximately 2,000 years ago. I think you are surely a much closer relative to the Greek 
man but it's hard to give an estimate because you haven't done a Y chromosome sequence yourself.

In my opinion your 67 marker results and membership in the I-CTS10228 haplogroup and more specifi c 
I-A7134 branch is strong evidence of an origin in Eastern Europe many hundreds of years ago, and the 
match with the Greek man makes a Greek origin very possible. How an Eastern European/Greek genetic 
lineage arrived in New Mexico is more a question for historians and genealogists.”

Th e focus here, is to describe the New Mexico family lines that match each other on this Y-DNA sequence 
in hopes of determining whether they all descend from the same man or clan that brought this Y-DNA to 
New Mexico. Was he a Torres or of some other surname? 

It is my belief that the Y-DNA results of the following direct male descendants represent the Y-DNA of 
Cristóbal de Torres, and a deep look into his paternal ancestral origins. 

CLUSTER 1 – Th e progenitor Y-DNA code of Cristóbal de Torres

Panel 1 (1-12)
Marker DYS393 DYS390 DYS19 DYS391 DYS385 DYS426 DYS388 DYS439 DYS3891 DYS392 DYS38911

Value 13 24 16 12 13-16 11 13 13 13 11 30

Panel 2 (13-25)
Marker DYS458 DYS459 DYS455 DYS454 DYS447 DYS437 DYS448 DYS449 DYS464

Value 16 8-10 11 11 25 15 20 33 12-13-14-15

Panel 3 (26-37)
Marker DYS460 Y-GATA-H4 YCA11 DYS456 DYS607 DYS576 DYS570 CDY DYS442 DYS438

Value 10 10 21-21 15 12 18 16 34-35 11 10

Panel 4 (38-47)
Marker DYS531 DYS578 DYF395S1 DYS590 DYS537 DYS641 DYS472 DYF406S1 DYS511

Value 11 8 15-15 7 12 10 8 11 9

Panel 4 (48-60)
Marker DYS425 DYS413 DYS557 DYS594 DYS436 DYS490 DYS534 DYS450 DYS444 DYS481 DYS520 DYS446

Value 12 22-22 16 10 12 12 12 7 10 29 21 13

Panel 4 (61-67)
Marker DYS617 DYS568 DYS487 DYS572 DYS640 DYS492 DYS565

Value 14 11 13 11 11 12 9
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Below is CLUSTER 1 which outlines the genealogies for Torres men who have tested their Y-DNA and 
who match each other. Th e genetic distances between each of these men vary and this is likely based on the 
generational separation between them. As you will see, some are more closely related than others. 

Miguel (Mike) A. Tórrez 
s/o Fernando Tórrez and Jacqueline Madrid
s/o Alfred Tórrez Jr. and Pearl Romero
s/o Alfredo Torres Sr. and Adelina Medina
s/o José Guadalupe Torres and Maximiana Vigil
s/o José Francisco Torres and María de Jesús Cordova 
s/o José Antonio Torres and María Ysabel Fernández 
s/o Antonio José Torres and Nicolasa Antonia Sandoval 
s/o Marcial de Torres and María Martín
s/o Diego Torres and María de la Rosa Varela Jaramillo 
s/o Cristóbal de Torres and Angela de Leyva

Pablo Torres
s/o Andrés Avelino Torres and Senaida Mondragón
s/o Querino Torres and Francisco Salazar
s/o José Francisco Torres and María de Jesús Cordova 
s/o José Antonio Torres and María Ysabel Fernández 
s/o Antonio José Torres and Nicolasa Antonia Sandoval 
s/o Marcial de Torres and María Martín
s/o Diego Torres and María de la Rosa Varela Jaramillo 
s/o Cristóbal de Torres and Angela de Leyva

Eugene Torres 
s/o José Eugenio Torres and Addie Minnis
s/o José Benigno Torres and Marina García
s/o José Tomás Torres and María del Carmen Cordova
s/o José Antonio Torres and María Ysabel Fernández 
s/o Antonio José Torres and Nicolasa Antonia Sandoval 
s/o Marcial de Torres and María Martín
s/o Diego Torres and María de la Rosa Varela Jaramillo 
s/o Cristóbal de Torres and Angela de Leyva

David S. Torres 
s/o David Torres and Melonia Sargent
s/o Felix Torres and Stella Talamante

Miguel A. Tórrez
José Guadalupe Torres

Great-great grandfather
 of Miguel A. Tórrez

Pablo Torres
Querino Torres

Grandfather of Pablo Torres

Eugene Torres José Benigno Torres
Grandfather of Eugene Torres
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s/o Alfredo Raymundo Torres and Gertrudes Valdez
s/o José Epifanio Torres and María Piedad Lobato
s/o José María Guadalupe Torres and María Ygnacia Valdez
s/o José Bernardo Torres and María Gertrudis Jacquez 
s/o Juan Domingo Torres and Gertrudis Abeyta
s/o Marcial de Torres and María Martín
s/o Diego Torres and María de la Rosa Varela Jaramillo 
s/o Cristóbal de Torres and Angela de Leyva

Jeremías Torres
s/o Doroteo Torres and Felicitas López 
s/o Luciano Torres and Josefa Trujillo
s/o Pedro Ignacio Torres and María Antonia Sandoval
s/o Juan Lorenzo Torres and Antonia Paula Tafoya
s/o Juan Domingo Torres and Gertrudis Abeyta
s/o Marcial de Torres and María Martín
s/o Diego Torres and María de la Rosa Varela Jaramillo 
s/o Cristóbal de Torres and Angela de Leyva

Leonard Torres
s/o Sam D. Torres Sr. and María Elisaida Durán
s/o José Nestor Torres and María Manuela Muñiz
s/o José Macario Torres and Desideria Archuleta  
s/o José de Jesús Torres and María Manuela García 
s/o Salvador Antonio Torres and María Magdalena Alejabu
s/o Antonio Torres and María Antonia Simona Tafoya 
s/o ? * 
*I suspect the next generation is Salvador Torres,
 s/o Diego and half-brother of Marcial. 

Th omas J. Tórrez
s/o Joseph Tórrez and Agneda López
s/o José S. Torres and Luz Luján
s/o José Benigno (Benino) Torres and Alfonsa Silva
s/o Marcelino Torres and Juana López
s/o ? *
*Th is line is a work in progress and is a Rio Abajo family. I have hopes that it de-

scends from a brother of Marcial, thus a diff erent son of Diego.

Leonard Torres
José Macario Torres
Great-grandfather 
of Leonard Torres

Th omas J. Tórrez
José S. Torres
Grandfather

 of  Th omas J. Tórrez
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Th ere are two other Torres men with matching Y-DNA, John Torres and Daniel Torres. I have yet to re-
ceive a response from either of them, so we don't know what their genealogies are. 

Below is a list of men, listed by surname only, who match the above Torres clan. A short description of 
their known lineages follows. 

Chávez (two Chávez men)
Both these Chávez lines merge and descend from the same ancestor, Juan Bautista Chávez, who married 

María Guadalupe Montoya on 25 June 1783 at Santa Ana. Th e parents for Juan Bautista are unknown; pre-
sumably his father was a Torres. Some researchers have associated this Juan Bautista as being a Durán y 
Chávez but Y-DNA suggests that he is not. Th is is based on many other Durán y Chávez Y-DNA results that 
confi rm a diff erent Y-DNA sequence. 

Herrera 
Th is lineage traces back to a Francisco de Herrera, born in the 1680s, and said to be the son of Ana 

María de Herrera and Domingo Luján. For some reason Francisco Xavier took his mother’s surname. Was 
Domingo Luján really his father?

Artiaga 
Th is is of an unknown lineage.
López 
Th is line ends at Ysidro Antonio Lopes born about 1790 and married to María Apodaca. 
Gallegos 
Th is line ends at Salvador Gallegos born about 1760 and married to Barbara Aragón.
Martínez 
Th is line has an unknown genealogy and does not have a connection to the Martín Serrano line based on 

other genetic genealogy research.
Griego 
Th is line is of unknown genealogy and not likely of the Griego paternal line based on other genetic gene-

alogy research. I have not been privy to any comparative genealogy and Y-DNA of the Griego line and am 
basing my understanding on what has been told to me. Th e Griego surname is of Greek origin and Bernie 
Cullen’s statement about this Torres line likely having a recent link to Greece is ironic and calls for a more 
in-depth look at the possible connection to Griego. 

García
Th is line has an unknown genealogy and is not of the García de Noriega, García de Mora, or other known 

New Mexico García lines based on other genetic genealogy research.
Mariño
Th is line has an unknown genealogy but does have an 18th century origin in New Mexico and lists the last 

known male ancestor as Luis Mariño born about 1757. 

At this point, you can see from the genealogical comparisons that the furthest common ancestor found 
among the Torres men matching above is Marcial de Torres. Confi rming the parents of Antonio Torres 
who was married to María Antonia Simona Tafoya (Leonard’s lineage) is crucial. If his parents are indeed 
Salvador de Torres and Catalina Naranjo as suspected, we will then have Y-DNA confi rmation back one 
more generation to Diego de Torres. Th is is also the case for the Th omas J. Tórrez line. From the paper 
trail perspective, we are confi dent that Marcial is the son of Diego, and Diego the son of Cristóbal. Th is 
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information is found in several sources such as Marcial’s estate settlement, which gives a degree of confi dence 
that this I-P37 Y-DNA sequence is that of Cristóbal de Torres. 

Genetic genealogy is a long and lengthy process, requiring much patience. I have come to the conclusion 
based on the comparative analysis of the genealogies and Y-DNA results for those who match this Y-DNA 
sequence, that they are indeed direct male descendants of Cristóbal de Torres. However, this conclusion 
is open to debate and I agree that without Cristóbal’s parents being identifi ed on paper, it cannot be said 
without a doubt that Cristóbal will trace paternally as a Torres back to Spain. As a direct descendant, I 
like to believe that he is paternally a Torres, and hopefully further research and more matches will reveal 
more about Cristóbal and his ancestors. In any case, this study has provided the New Mexico genealogy 
community a baseline Y-DNA genetic code for Marcial de Torres. By doing so, it provides those who match, 
and have paper trail roadblocks, an understanding of their paternal ancestry.  

Many thanks to my NMGS genealogy validation team, Ángel Cervantes, Bernie Cullen, all the Y-DNA 
participants in this paper, and especially to Dr. Eugene L. Torres for his pioneering work on the genealogy 
of the Torres surname. 

To learn more about the Torres family surname, check out these sources:
"Ancestors of José Valentin Torres," by Ronald Roman, Herencia, vol. 10, July 2002
"A Story of Survival: Th e Taos Massacre of August 4, 1760," by Henrietta M. Christmas and Patricia 

Sanchez Rau, Herencia, vol. 14, July 2006
1598 Blog, by Henrietta M. Christmas, http://1598nm.blogspot.com/search/label/Torrez
"Th e José Benigno Torres Family", by E.L. Torres, at:
http://www.trinidadco.com/101-family-stories/101-trinidad-area-family-histories/the-jose-benigno-tor-

res-family/
About the Author: Miguel A. Tórrez is an independent New Mexico historian and genetic genealogist. He currently serves 
as the Chair of the New Mexico Genealogical Society’s Genetic Genealogy Project and is a member of the Santa Cruz de la 
Cañada Historical Working Group. Send questions or comments to Miguel at: nmgs-ggp@nmgs.org, or nmroots@gmail.
com. Also visit his personal blog at: https://nmgeneticgenealogy.wordpress.com/ and the NMGS DNA Project at: 
https://www.familytreedna.com/public/NMGSGeneticDNA/

April 2: New Mexico's Stormy History: True Stories of Early Spanish Colonial Settlers and the Mestas and 
Maestas Families, Elmer Eugene Maestas. Botts Hall at the Special Collections Libary, Central and Edith. 
10:30 - 12:00. Elmer Maestas is a northern New Mexico native from La Madera. His fi ve-year research study 
of his family history has culminated in a book about the Mestas/Maestas clan.

May 21: Researching Your German Ancestors, Fritz Juengling, Ph.D, AG. Botts Hall. 10:30 - 4:00. Fritz is a 
German research specialist from the Family History Library in Salt Lake City. Join us for this special, free, 
full-day seminar. Th e morning session will off er an overview of FamilySearch.org. We'll have a one-hour 
break for lunch; bring your own lunch, water will be provided. Resuming at 1:00, aft ernoon sessions will 
focus on German geography and historical events; emigration to America; and, using German church and 
civil records.

Upcoming NMGS Events


